
Antibiotics 
Wagyu & You

“The majority of the U.S. Wagyu 
industry is already producing 

all-natural beef, so the new VFD rule 
should have little to no impact on most 
Wagyu operations.  However, there are 
still some feedlots with Wagyu place-
ments that have continued to rely on 
oral antibiotics, especially in receiving 
cattle, and these operations will be af-
fected to some extent.  Frankly, I have 
never been a big fan of oral antibiotics 
in animal feed since I feel they can 
become a crutch or potential substitute 
for good management and due to the 
fact that antibiotics are indiscriminate 

in that they not only destroy harmful 
bacteria but beneficial bacteria as well.  
We’ve been preparing and assisting our 
clients to be able to discontinue their 
use of oral antibiotics in feed over these 
past 23 years.  
 Our firm conducted the first cattle 
study in the U.S. in 1995 compar-
ing traditional oral antibiotics versus 
an all-natural approach head-to-head 
with the all-natural approach not only 
demonstrating superior results with calf 
health, but also proving to be the most 
economical option as well.  
 This study was then repeated on a 

much larger scale in a different region 
of the U.S. the following year and our 
all-natural approach once again proved 
to be a superior alternative.  
 Japanese Wagyu producers have 
been producing all-natural beef since 
commercial beef production began 
there over 100 years ago and they 
produce the undisputed premier beef 
worldwide.  So, I’m absolutely uncon-
vinced that U.S. Wagyu or other cattle 
producers must still depend on oral an-
tibiotics in order to survive and produce 
premium beef.  
 U.S. regulations for injectable 
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antibiotics have not changed with the 
new VFD rule, so producers can still 
treat sick cattle via injectable medica-
tion when warranted.  
 Undoubtedly, the Wagyu industry 
is already well ahead of other U.S. 
cattle breeds in the continued shift 
towards all-natural beef production and 
I genuinely hope the Wagyu industry 
continues to set the standard in this 
segment.  It is obvious that all-natural 
production is the future of the food 
animal industry and producers should 
already be re-calibrating their manage-
ment systems for all-natural production 

and away from dependence on oral 
antibiotics.
 On a final note, I will add that after 
visiting with several of my veterinar-
ian colleagues, I have found most are 
highly concerned about their potential 
liability increasing under the new VFD 
rule and they seem fairly adamant that 
if they do not have an acceptable veteri-
nary client patient relationship (VCPR), 
they will refuse to write any prescrip-
tions for oral antibiotics.  
 So, those Wagyu producers or 
feedlots that are planning to continue 
use of oral antibiotics in their opera-

tions should certainly ensure their vet-
erinarian is satisfied with their current 
relationship and this will likely involve 
seeing the veterinarian more than just 
once or twice per year.  
 But, I believe the best counsel I 
can provide to those producers plan-
ning to continue with oral antibiotics is 
don’t and instead contact me or other 
professionals that have been involved 
in all-natural beef production for many 
years to learn about all the viable natu-
ral alternatives available.”   


